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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 

 1201-S = 

SIGNS Je 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at Rec 
GR72 26 DL=POTTSTOWN PE N SEP 15 1112A 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. f - 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE | DAY LETTER 

MTHERMON MASS= 

MY DEEPEST LOVE AND PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU AND ROB THROUGH. 

THESE DARK HOURS OF MYSTERIOUS TRAGEDY DIVINE LOVE AND POWER 

WILL SUSTAIN: YOU BOTH AND HOLLY AND: WILL ENABLERS 00 0 iGi eee 

LIGHT IN DARKNESS= 

MARION MEIGS. 

Ledges 
f 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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Seer ao, AT [ Q ] %g | ec ra This is a full rate Telegram, Cablegram or 
Radiogram unless otherwise indicated by 
signal in the check or in the address. 

291 MAIN ST. Cor. COURT SQ. THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 
NFIELD. MASS 

4 [NM_| NIGHT MESSAGE 
APH" ; : Sue : 

Commercial / tae Al America 
STANDARD TIME Cables i Cables 

INDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE [i =e [RADIOGRAM Dineen | 

Form 

16 ____SG4-9.CB LAKE PLACID CLUB NY 16 1150P 

ROBERT E SPEER 

NORTHFIELD MASS 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY ELLIOTTS DEATH INCALCULABLE LOSS TO US ALL 

JOHN H MACCRAKEN 

Telephone Your Telegrams to Fostal Telegraph 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM ae 
CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate , 
Telegram or Cable- 

‘ SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC= Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

GR24 31=PHILADELPHIA PENN SEP 15 GO7A 

gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- : 
dicated by a suitable ae 
sign above or preced- 

J.C. WILLEVER 

ing the address. 
R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

CARE MRS ELLIOTT SPEER EASTNORTHFIELD MASS= 

“OUR HEARTS GO OUT TO YOU IN DEEPEST AND :MOST PRAYERFUL 

SYMPATHY IF THERE IS ANY WAY IN WHICH | CAN BE OF THE 

SLIGHTEST SERVICE PLEASE DO LET ME KNOW= 

LEWIS S MUDGE. 

953A yy: 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE | 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

CLASS OF SERVICE 5; 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 

| sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

GR25. {S=NEWROCHELIE NYO SEP <15° 903A 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

-NORTHFIELD MASS= 

‘SYMPATHY AND LOVE BEYOND WORDS IN YOUR SORROWS 
+ROBERT GARDNER MCGREGOR. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



CLASS OF SERVICE 
SIGNS 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address, 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J.C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 
Received at 

MOA47” 37 ML 934 SEP 17 PM 9 54 doh 
MONTREAL QUE 17 eae 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER 

156 FIFTH AVE NYK 

JUST LEARNED OF HOME GOING OF DEAR ELLIOTT OUR HEARTS DEEPEST 

PRAY ERFUL SYMP ATHY GO OUT TO ALL OF YOU WE THANK GOD FOR HIS 

CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER WITNESS AND SERVICE FOR HIS WONDERFUL PREPAREDNESS 
AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING 

Pr Be JOHN AND LEILA MOTT. i I hes aw be} es 
f 

@er 1) le: 

| 
” 

a PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
LY y moO eR IRERE mate nee A et ee AE a 

4 r fopeare i I EVAL a ori AES ip, a ree 7 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- | 
ing the address. 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

ee 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 
e 

Received at 

GR29 30=MS NEWYORK NY SEP 15 846A MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

UR ROBERT BoSPEE R= 

=MOUNTHERMON SCHOOL MOUNTHERMON MASS= 

‘MRS MCAFEE AND | ARE STUNNED YOU WILL BE CONSTANTLY IN OUR 
THOUGHTS DURING THIS BAPERTENGE-ShOP. CAN EITAER OF ads 

~~ 

RELIEVE YOU AND MRS SPEER AT ANY POSSIBLE POINT= 

‘CLELAND B MCAFEE. 

IDSA 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-8 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 

Ship Radiogram 

————— 

ges, is STANDARD TIME, 

gram unless its de- a 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 

J.C. WILLEVER ing the address. 
R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messa 

Received at 
a 

GR103 50 DL= NEWYORK NY SEPT 15 1934 1250PM= | 

DRE ROBE Reo Pee hs 

MTHERMON SCHOOL MTHERMON MASS= 

LARGE STAFF PRAYERMEETING NOON TODAY SENDS. ASSURANCE. OF 

DEEP SYMPATHY WiTh 7 OU AND MRS SPEER HOUSEHOLD AND FAR AWAY | 

DAUGHTERS WE ARE MYSTIFIED BUT DRIVEN\BACK ORE Per G ate OF | : 

GOD WHICH NEVER FAILS WE TRUST HIS UNFAILING GRACE =TG | | 
~ 

SUSTAIN YOU AND GIVE YOU SENSE OF HIS OWN NEARNESS= 

CLELAND B MCAFEE. | 

(147PM) ae : 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate ; 
Telegram or Cable- 
gtam unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. [ 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

1201-S 

SIGNS 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt’at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 
Received at 

GR130 T5=GREENWICH CONN SEP 15 403P 

DRGAND MRS ROBERT “E> SPEERS 

-MTHERMON SCHOOL NORTHFIELD MASS= 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE | DAY LETTER 

OVERWHELMED BY TRAGIC NEWS BE ASSURED OF OUR LOVING AND if 

PRAYEREULO SYMPATHY “ROR YOU Alii: 
4 

-MINOT AND MARGARETTA MORGAN. 

| 438 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

This_is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 

| ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C; WILLEVER;, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

WBK6 8=NEWYORK NY SEP 17 822A 

MRS R — SPEER= 

ROCKLEDGE LAKEVILLE CONN= 

PLEASE: ACCEPT MY “SINCERE SYMPATHY “IN. YOUR =SGRROW 

RICA. 4 

Re he ar ee 

Rene 
“N \ a 

«" 4 / 
i -~ v4 

4 \s e +8 

of ay ne 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S ~ 
% } 

CLASS OF SERVICE : 

This is a full-rate ») Zz 
Telegram or Cable- 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. Cc. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

gram unless its de- 
| ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. f 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at 
i 

GR168 13-5 i a = PATRAS TOWETOXEO RT PENN: VLA MS NEW ORM 15 terent DR AND MRS ROBERT E SpEEpR= 5 
CARESMRSVELLY OTT. SPEER MTHERMON MASS= | 

LOVE AND JDEEPEST SYMPATHY TO EACH IN THIS SAD TRIAL= 

1ETITIA W MURDAUGH. 

(9O4P)... 

¢ 
is : Pa * 

FZ. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

CLASS OF SERVICE . f 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. y 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 
e 

Received at 
{ 

GR152 9=HUNTINGTON PENN SEP i SAG eR eee 
D R R F S Pp FE E R= | FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

-MTHERMON SCHOOL EASTNORTHFIELD MASS= 

MY HEART AND THOUGHTS ARE WITH yoy DEAREST LOVE: 

=CLARA MCMURTRIE. 

601P gees 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE. 
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BY DIRECT WIRE FROM pe 
CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- : 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- NLT = Cable Letter 
ing the address. WLT = Week-End Letter 

J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT na 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

NAP Zo bla Sot NEWYORKONY. “SEP. do.-8298 a 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE CONN= 

MY HEART ACHES FOR YOU MAY GOD BLESS AND COMFORT YOU= 

RACHEL K MCDOWELL. | hiss 

BAA... 

TELEPHONE wo 
+bae Axe 

TELEPHOMED tn Wi Pe 
CN 4 7 F iB) Re as ; “ i 

QC 
f 

Yall , 
VELIVe ix 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE ~ > 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
; 

Telegram or Cable- 
; 

gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

12288 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 

ooo 
eee

 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

NAKG6; 21SSUMMITONJOSEP. 15) 41028 

DR AND MRS SPEER= | ay 

PAKEV TELE GON Ne 

HEARTFELT SYMPATHY OF US ALL GOES OUT TO YOU AND EVERY 

MEMBER OF FAMILY IN VIEW OF TERRIBLE AND MYSTERIOUS 

ieee oe 
TELEPHONE No.......0.-. Of 2 Fei ae 

JOHN A MACKAY. TELEPHONED TO. nae 

ac TMG 2 esac: aN aa en gan 

VV37A. RY. 2 ceo ne TO BE j 

ATTEMPTS ae agente meee 
TO 

DELIVER Jo ccsscccceseseete none at > 

= 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE -~  . 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

CLASS OF SERVICE . 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 

1228S 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 
J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line an fnil_rate telocrame aad Anw Ittnnn 44 shy ain ~f --anint n+ Aagtination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

NG943 14 XC=RIDGEWOOD NJ SEP 145 807P 

REV ROBERT E SPE AR=lI 

-AKEVILLE CONN= 

‘JUST READ EVENING PAPER NOTHING | CAN SAY WILL HELP CAN | 

DO ANYTHING= 

Ge MILES. 

L825 P TELEPHONE
 No. 

yet rPHONE
D TO ac

er rae 

ee 

eccceonsecese set ac sepeeese 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

CLASS OF SERVICE ; 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 

1201-S 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

| gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. : 

5 R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON- J.C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the timeof receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at, 

NBL65 13 3 EXTRA=TDRC CHATHAM MASS VIA MTHERMON MASS SEP 17 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

DOCTOR AND MRS ROBERT SSPEER 

-ROCKLEDGE LAKEVILLE CONN: 

-ALL OUR SYMPATHY 1S WITH YOU ALL AT THIS TIME= 

NINA MCALPIN. ~~ 

LO7P « 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate ; ; 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- ‘ ( c ? ) 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 

PRE 
NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER 

1201-S 

SIGNS 
DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

| NL=Night Letter | 
"c= Defered Cable 
FLT = Cable Nigh Lee | 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

EAA152 49 NL=SEATTLE WASH 17 tee 
MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= of 

156 FIFTH AVE NYK= walo® i. 

HAVE JUST HEARD OF YOUR SORROW IN THE LOSS OF YOUR PREC 10US 

SON STOP YOU HAVE OUR PROFOUND SYMPATHY LOVE AND PRAYERS 

STOP HE 1S NOW IN -HIS HEAVENLY HOME AND MAY GOD BLESS 

COMFORT AND KEEP YOU AND THE LOVED ONES UNTIL TRE DAY7 OG 

haar HAPPY REUNION= 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESID ENT 

i 

-M @ MATTHEWS. Vf 

agp ib 18 

Ax: wes rare 
i THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE a PERSE SS ad) oe a a ee aaa a 

ace aN, 
as 



In My Hather’s House 

me 5 my Pater’ sail ouse there are many rooms’’—John 14:2 

N°: not cold beneath the grasses, 
Not close-walled within the tomb; 

Rather, in my Father’s mansion, 

Living in another room. 

Living, like the one who loves me, 
Like my child with cheeks abloom, 

Out of sight, at desk or school-book, 
Busy in another room. 

Nearer than my son whom fortune 

Beckons where the strange lands loom; 

Just behind the hanging curtain, 
Serving in another room. 

Shall I doubt my Father's mercy? 

Shall I think of death as doom, 

Or the stepping o'er the threshold 
To a bigger, brighter room? 

Shall I blame my Father's wisdom? 
Shall I sit enswathed in gloom, 
When I know my loves are happy, 
Waiting in the other room? 

—Roserr Freeman 
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LINES FOUND IN DR T.VERNER'S BIBLE. 

" IF I SHOULD DIE,AND LEAVE YOU HERE AWHILE, 

BE NOT LIKE OTHERS.SORE UNDONE= WHO KEEP 

LONG VIGILS= BY THE SILENT DUS?,AND WEEP; 

FOR MY SAKE -TURN AGAIN TO LIFE-AND SMILE, 

NERVING THY HEART-AND TREMBLING HAND TO DO 

SOMETHING TO COMFORT WEAKER HEARTS THAN THINE, 

COMPLETE THESE DEAR UNFINISHED TASKS OF MINE, 

AND I, PERCHANCE - MAY THEREIN COMFORT YOU." 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 

EAST GRAND BOULEVARD AND PRESTON STREET 

IVANHOE 7722 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

MINISTER 

WALTER EMERSON MCCLURE, D.D. 

728 EAST GRAND BOULEVARD 

Sept. 24, 1934. 

Dre Robert E. Speer, 

156 Fifth Avees 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Speer;--- 

Our sympathy to you and our prayers for you 
in this time of sorrow. 

Yours in Faith, Hope and Love, 

Sorte HE fl ls 



1 ic fe is wr 

wow. f Tv T 

1418 East THIRTY-SIXTH STREET Wr 

fe G [ y fat : 

/ y, / 
C 2 

lv Atlante 

Cn a eae 

a Rd ; 

Arte 6 tiv 

S : ny 2 / = 7 

L oy ¥ f 2 NDS: 

le dt eS Saou Lr thu 
UP J 

‘ a Ae ~ LAhA nb LQ 4% 

K Litr ee LAW A : p- J Le? 

y ¥E ee Att rf “Ve VLU CLE ‘1 

Ve ye fe PER 
‘Leo A ay ; 

i 4 as. 

Le Pe of iW? /1 eh : dz 

: : 4° (ent id tax 4 of 
ys aa UL oh 44 fi 

LI bua te t ‘ 

f afer ob kek tag 

2 y, 

OP ae ih Luana 
eth 

be re AF 

i) 

ariourich “k 









Church of the Covenant
, 

Magkingtor,
 D.C. 
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BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

CLASS OF SERVICE ; 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- ; 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 

NEWCOMB CARLTON; PRESIDENT 

1228S 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telesrama and daw lattere ond +hn 4?me of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

NY19Q19=NORTHHAVEN ME 46 1222P 

J. C. WILLEVER; FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

MR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

UAKEWILLE (CONNs 

DEAR f&MMA AND ROB HOW MY HEART GOES OUT TO YOU IN LOVING 

SYMPATHY IN THIS SUDDEN OVERWHELMING SORROW= 

‘BETTY. 

AYA. 

gv Ly Se 

PATRONS ARE. REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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Witherspoon College 
Buckhorn, Kentucky 

(R. R. STATION, CHAVIES, KY.) 



IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHUR 

- KENNETH MAGNER, MINISTER 
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Ny, There comes a time for all of us : , | 

“When we must say doodbye i 

But fouth and hope and love and trust 

Can never, never die; 

Fllthough the curtain falls at last~ 

Js that a cause to ce 

The future's fairer than the 

ot only we believe 

And trust im God's eternal care~~ 

So when the “Waster calls 

Cet’s say: that life is still more fe 

os the curtain falls. 

"Oe Lecsascreansesesestesensseneenet ereoresensn ery Eb * : 

ann ne mi oeh ner renee mamann eee 



Miss Jane R. Morrow 

Seven Gramercy Park West 



Mrs. Walter McDougall 
5 Buryra Road 

} Upper Montelair, N. J. F 

1 ig Gre Lae Os 

iy oe ees . (of A J 

4 



rd Gao Ler he Acasa z </- 

Py a Eee aA oh hea 

ot ae Shavit ch 9 it teste, 

ee | ag hs ah r typhi Cee cae 

ya D8 Be Pe PN ee Cle Bue ith ait 

Venu eS 

Cs Bama Hoge ee 

Oa se. 3 hal pore Settee ieee ang Herecer hi Led 
cine Cth, Kelp ey Far ne fae 
oe 





nn) ARTHUR Y. MEEKER 

: 19 NORTHVIEW AVENUE 

UPPER MONTCLAIR, N. J. cA 234 /G3¢ 
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Christ The Consoler 



Comforting Gords 

of Jesus 
AND 

The Ministry of Sorrow 

CHAS. F. WEIGLE 
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Published by 

MEYER & BROTHER 

230 E. Ohio Street, Chicago, II] 



Comforting GHords of Jesus 

“Let not your heart be troubled; ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many mansions; 
if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.”—John 14:1, 2, 3. 

x ok ROK 

“T am the resurrection and the life, 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die.”—John 11:25, 26. 

* Ok KX 

“T will pray the Father and He shall 
give you another Comforter, that He 
may abide with you forever.”—John 
14:16. 

* OR OK OK 

“These things I have spoken unto 
you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.”—John 16:33. 



Che Ministry of Sorrow 

“When thou passest through the 
waters I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; 
when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee.”—Isa. 43:2. 
The path of the Christian is at times 

beset with difficulties. For some suff- 
cient reason God allows us to be op- 
posed by agencies which seek to hinder 
our progress. We pass through deep 
waters which threaten to overflow us, 
and are surrounded with burning fires 
of trial and affliction which threaten to 
consume us. Goodness and saintliness 
do not seem to be insurance against 
trouble and sorrow. God nowhere 
promises to keep off the flood, nor to 
quench the fire. He nowhere tells us 
that we shall elude poverty, be exempt 
from bereavement and escape adver- 
sity. He does not seem to rate worldly 
ease as being important, but rather 
says, “In the world ye shall have trib- 
ulation.” Hence we need to remember 
that adversity and misfortune are not 
always tokens of divine disfavor, and 
neither do they indicate that life is a 
failure. 



Wbyp? 

There are many of life’s sorrows for 

which there seems to be no explana- 

tion. It is important that we believe 

there is an explanation, even though 

we fail to discover what it may be. 

We must believe that there is a pur- 

pose running through all the dark, for- 

bidding experiences of our life. It is 

enough for some of us to believe that 

the explanation of the mystery is in 

the heart of God, whether He ever re- 

veals it to us or not. We know that 

God is always working for our good. 

He is in the storm as well as in the 

calm; in our sorrows as well as in our 

joys; in days of adversity as well as 

in days of prosperity. We must not 

give up faith when the storm rages. 

If we listen we will hear His voice, and 

if we look we will see His face. God 

is in the midst of the storm and God 

is love. 



A holy Discipline 

Sorrows and trials are part of a holy 
discipline. They are necessary to our 
education. All education is but an- 
other word for pain, trial, trouble and 
discipline. We learn by pain, we ad- 
vance by strange and often intolerable 
agonies. We cannot understand why 
our ignorance should be driven away 
by processes that wear and tear the 
finest sensibilities of the soul. Re- 
member the tasks we had in school, 
the lines to commit to memory, the 
whippings when we were unruly, the 
scoldings and the buffetings, the head- 
aches, the disappointments and the 
troubles, and yet the result of the 
whole is wisdom and the formation of 
a proper character. All these things 
were working together for our good 
although we failed to see it at the time. 
And so also our present trials and 
troubles may be working for our ulti- 
mate good, although we may not be 
able to see it until in our far tomor- 
rows. — 



Suffering and Spmpathby 

Suffering also develops the capacity 
of the soul. It enables us to touch our 
neighbors and sympathize with them. 
Someone writes of an island “whose 
shores are washed by silver and tur- 
quoise seas, whose air is filled with the 
fragrance of blooming flowers, and 
with the music of the winds and the 
song-birds, but the island is uninhab- 
ited for it has no harbor. High sand 
cliffs and dangerous rocks girt it 
around and make impossible the land- 
ing of any vessel. But one day a 
great tidal wave rolls in from the outer 
sea, and a mighty earthquake shakes 
the island from center to circumfer- 
ence. The cliffs of sand crumble and 
a great gash is cut in the island’s side, 
into which the waters rush and form a 
bay. In time great ships come and 
anchor there. A populous city springs 
up along the shores, the fields are 
farmed and the air resounds with the 
shouts of children. The storm has 
given the island a harbor,” The story 



is all fiction, says the one who writes 
it, until we call the island the “heart” 
and the tidal wave “sorrow”. Our 
storms are harbor builders, and they 
Open quiet havens in our experience, 
into which human barques tossed on 
life’s restless sea may drop anchor for 
a little while and get fixed for further 
voyage. 



Crusbings Cause Fragrance 

The rose geranium sends forth its 
fragrance as a result of its being 
crushed, The crushings cause the fra- 
grance. It is the same way in our 
lives. It was so with George Mathe- 
son. In the night of his sorrow when 
darkness closed in on him because of 
the loss of his sight, and also the loss 
of the woman he loved, he wrote the 
following words and sent them out to 
bless many a burdened heart: 

‘Oh Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee! 
I give Thee back the life I owe 
That in Thine ocean’s depths, its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

O Light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to Thee! 
My heart restores its borrowed ray 
That in Thy sunshine’s glow its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee! 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be. 

O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee! 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be.” 



Che Right Attitude 

We must not take a wrong attitude 
under adverse conditions. One may 
complain at his lot and rising up, pro- 
test against the fate which has over- 
taken him. This is rebellion. It is 
rebellion to defy God and charge Him 
foolishly. This does not lift the burden 
nor better conditions. A bird never 
gains its freedom by fighting the bars 
of its cage with its wings. 
A better attitude is that of endur- 

ance. It is to meet our lot with stoical 
firmness and heroically submit with- 
out a murmur of complaint. It is an 
evidence of moral courage to bear with- 
out a whine the hurts of fate and the 
ills of life. Nevertheless there is no 
particular virtue in suffering merely for 
the sake of it. 

The attitude of the real Christian is 
that of victory. A saintly woman, tried 
for many weary months by a painful 
illness which ended at the grave, said 
to a minister shortly before passing 



away, “I’ve such a lovely robin that 
sings outside my window. In the early 
morning as I lie here he serenades me. 
And I love him so because he sings in 
the rain.” That is the beautiful thing 
about the robin—he sings although the 
rain has silenced all the other birds. 
And this is the glorious thing about 
the child of God who triumphs in the 
storm and smiles in the darkness, sus- 
tained by the grace of God. 



“Be of Good Cheer!’’ 

Jesus had a way of saying so often 
“Be of good cheer.” One day four men 
carried a palsied man to the house 
where He was teaching and laid him at 
the Master’s feet, and He said, “Son, 
be of good cheer.” When the disciples 
were in the midst of a storm on the 
Sea of Galilee, He appeared to them 
coming across the waves and said, to 
quiet their fears, “Be of good cheer.” 
And one of the most remarkable say- 
ings that ever fell from the lips of 
Jesus was this, “In the world ye shall 
have tribulations, but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world.” Christ 
did not make light of men’s troubles. 
He did not say there was no such 
thing as sickness or pain or trouble. 
Sickness was real, the storm was fierce, 
and the enemies of Christ were blood- 
thirsty. Yet He says, “Be of good 
cheer.” And that is victory. 



The Secret of Wictory 

Let me tell you the secret of victory. 

It is the presence of the conquering 

Christ. It is this which puts strength 

in the weak arms and hope in the 

despairing hearts. “When thou pass- 

est through the waters I will be with 

thee.” An invisible presence is to ac- 

company us. God pledges the fellow- 

ship of His presence through all the 

storm and stress of the onward way. 

He does not leave the soul to struggle 

on alone. He builds around the tried 

and tempted life the living wall of an 

invisible, but invincible and divine pres- 

ence. He shares our burdens and 

mingles His tears with our sorrows. 



God Is Always Wear 

And so we as pilgrims journey on. 
We may meet new enemies at every 
turn of the road, and our path may be 
beset with difficulties, the furnace-fires 
may flame at us, but we know that 

One is near who loves and cares for 
us. Thank God, sorrow can never be 
so crushing but it can be comforted; 
adversity’s night is never so black but 
morning light will gleam. Even death 
cannot frighten when God is near, for 
we hear Him saying, “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” 
“When sunset comes; when evening 

bell calls, then we will meet our Pilot 
when we put out to sea.” 



“Is there any heart discouraged as it 
journeys on its way? 

Does there seem to be more darkness than 
there is of sunny day? 

Oh, it’s hard to learn the lesson as we 
pass beneath the rod, 

That the sunshine and the shadow serve 
alike the will of God; 

But there comes a word of promise like 
the promise in the bbw— 

That however deep the waters they shall 
never overflow. 

When a sorrow comes upon you that no 
other soul can share, 

And the burden seems too heavy for the 
human heart to bear, 

There is One whose grace can comfort if 
you'll give Him an abode; 

There’s a Burden-bearer ready if you'll 
trust Him with your load; 

For the precious promise reaches to the 
depths of human woe, 

That however deep the waters they shall 
never overflow. 

When the sands of life are ebbing and I 
near the Jordan shore, 

When I see its billows rising and I hear 
its waters roar, 

I will reach my hand to Jesus, in His bosom 
I will hide, 

And ’twill only be a moment till I reach 
the other side; 

It is then the fullest meaning of the prom- 
ise I shall know, 

“When thou passest through the waters 
they shall never overflow.” 



“God laid on my back a grievous load, 
A heavy cross to bear along the road. 
I staggered on and lo! one weary day, 
An angry lion sprang across my way. 
I prayed to God, and swift at His command 
The cross became a weapon in my hand. 
It slew my raging enemy, and then 
Became a cross upon my back again. 

I faltered many a league, until at length, 
Groaning I fell, and had no further 

strength, 
“O God,” I cried, “I am so weak and lame!” Then straight my cross a Winged staff 

became. 
It swept me on till I regained the loss, 
Then leaped upon my back, again a cross. 

I reached a desert, o’er the burning track 
I persevered, the cross upon my back, 
No shade was there, and in the cruel sun I sank at last and thought my days were 

done. 
But lo! the Lord works many a blest 

surprise— 
The cross became a tree before my eyes! I slept; I woke, to feel the strength of ten. I found the cross upon my back again. 

And thus through all my days, from that 
to this, 

gine cross, my burden, has become my 
liss; 

Nor ever shall I lay the burden down, For God some day will make the cross a 
crown,” 

—Amos R. Wells. 





Mr.and Mrs. John Thomas Manson 
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Me” 
“In pastures green?” Not always— 
Sometimes, He who knoweth best, 
In kindness leadeth me in weary ways, 
Where heavy shadows lie: 
Out of the sunshine warm, and soft and bright, 
Out of the sunshine into darkest night, 
I oft would faint with terror and affright 
Only for this—I know He holds my hand: 
So whether led in green or desert land, 
I trust, altho’ I cannot understand. 

“And by still waters?” No, not always so, 
Oftimes the heavy tempests round me blow, 
And o'er my soul the waves and billows go. 
But when the storm beats loudest 
And I cry aloud for help, my Master 
Standeth by and whispers to my soul, 

“Lo, it is 1.” 
Above the tempest wild I hear Him say: 

“Beyond the darkness lies the perfect day, 
In every path of thine I lead the way.” 

So whether in the hill tops high and fair I dwell 
Or in the sunless valleys where the 
Shadows lie—what matter ? 
He is there—and more than this— 
Where eer the pathway lead— 
He gives to me no helpless broken reed, 
But His own hand sufficient for my need; 
So where He leads me I can safely go— 
And in the blest hereafter ' shall know, 
Why in His wisdom He h-s led me so. 
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WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

September fifteenth, 

LoS ho Wl Ae 

My dear Roberts 

I have just heard, from what seems 

to be an authoritative source, of the terrible loss 

that has come to you. How true it is that the 

heart knows its own grief and a stranger, yes, and 

even very close friends, may not meddle therewith. 

And I do not, in these earlier hours of what must be 

your very great grief, want to do more than say that 

I hope that that comfort and grace which you yourself 

have brought to so many, may be your own in large 

measure in these days. 

Sincerely yours, 

Boop: (QAiwe; 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, : 

Board of Foreign Missions, 

156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City. 
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WLT = Week-End Letter 
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DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE CONN= 
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OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHY TO YOU BOTH. IN YOUR. DEEP SORROWS 

‘MARY LOUISE AND MARGARET MEAD. 
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DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

, LC= Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER MRS ROBERT E SPEER: 

e :LAKEVILLE CONN= 

MY LOVING SYMPATHY AND CONSTANT PRAYERS ARE WITH Yous 
‘MILDRED MARCH, 

4A20P. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY Is BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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Clark,Dodge &Co. AN 3 34 
61 Wall Street 

New York 

October 2, 1934. 

My dear Dr. Speer, 

It was a dreadful shock to us all to learn of 
Elliott's tragic death. I knew Elliott quite well in 
college, as we had many interests in common and for 
several seasons rowed together in the Class crew. 

————— Eee. ON 

I appreciate your prompt attention to the 
Class Memorial insurance policy, and the information 
which you sent to me will be very helpful. I am taking 
the matter up with the people to whom you referred for the 
statements of claim. I should like to have your assistance 
on one or two questions on Statement No. 1, which I have 
filled out. At your convenience, will you please check 
the items which I have marked with an "x" and return the 
statement to me for execution. 

This policy is deposited with the University. 

With deepest sympathy, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut. 

Enclosure 



Bhd ADDRESS, ‘“‘INCULCATE NEW YORK"' TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 
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OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

CBM:AMY 

September 20, 1934, 

TO ALL OUR FELLOW«WORKERS ON THE FIELD 

Dear Friends: 

We realize that you have been shocked and saddened by the tragic news of the 

assassination of Revs Elliott Speer, older son of Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer 

Since accounts of the tragedy are so fragmentary in the fareaway press it seems wise 

and kindly to tell you the story so far as it is mown and to reassure you of the 

grace of God whigh supports those who have experienced the sorroWe 

On Friday evening, September 14th, shortly after his return from summer vacation, 

and before the opening of the Mount Hermon School near East Eorthfield, Massachusetts, 

of which he was Headmaster, Rev. Elliott Speer was in his study at his home at about 

8:30 in the evening. Some one fired a heavily-loaded shotgun through a window of 

the study directly at him. Mrs. Speer and the three children were in other parts of 

the home. She heard the noise and came at once only to find her husband so badly 

wounded that before other aid could reach the house he passed awaye 

Dr. Robert E. Speer was at his summer home in Lakeville, Connecticut, on his 

annual month of vacation which he takes in September. Word was gotten to him at 

onces His younger son was at home and with Dr, and Mrs. Speer drove to East North- 

field where they arrived about four o'clock Saturday morning. Since that time, of 

course, the American members of the family have been together. By a good providence 

Mrs. Elliott Speer's father and mother, Mr, and Mrs. H. H, Welles, were visiting them 

at the time and were in the house. Other friends arrived quickly but nothing could 

be done to correct the tragic evil. 

A brief funeral service was held in the home at Mount Hermon at four o'clock on 

Sunday afternoon, September 16th, after which the family came to the family burying- 

ground at Englewood, New Jersey, for the interment, They then returned to lakeville, 

Connecticut, where they will be for the present, going later to Mount Hermon for 

final adjustments theres 

The news reached our offices on Saturday morning, the 15th, and of course in- 

fluenced all that we did during the day. We closed the offices at 11:50 for a half 

hour of prayer in the Assembly Room. On Monday, the 17th, the first meeting of the 

Board for the season occurred, and was naturally under the spell of this great 

sorrow, It has been difficult to think of anything else. Our papers have given 

much attention to it. 

The crime itself is utterly baffling. There is absolutely no clew thus far to 

the identity of the assassin or the reason for the crime, Ample marks have been 

found to indicate that it was deliberate murder, but its cause is a complete mystery. 

Mr. Speer was held in high and affectionate esteem by his colleagues and his 

studentse Besides being Headmaster of the Mount Hermon School, he was Chairman of 

the Administrative Committee of The Northfield Schools, which embrace both the Mount 

Hermon School for boys and the Northfield Seminary for girls, and carried large 
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responsibilities in many lines. Many suggestions have been offered as to a possible 

reason for the attack, but investigation shows that each suggestion thus far is un- 

supported. The police authorities of the State of Massachusetts seem to be giving 

as thorough care to the matter as could be asked, and friends of the family are do- 
ing their utmost to aid in the investigation. It is clear that until some light is 
thrown on the crime there will be a sense of fear and dread both in the family and 
among the authorities of the Mount Hermon School. It cannot bo known if this was 
one single crime or if there is some malice or mania which may lead to another. Up 
to this time there is nothing that points to the perpetrator of the deed or gives any 
explanation of it. Mr. Speer had prepared his oponing address for the new year of 
the Mount Hermon School and it was read to the boys when the session opened on the 

18th. They are deeply moved and grieved by his death. 

You need not be told that Dr. Speer and his family, including Mrs. Elliott 

Speer, are bearing this sorrow as Christians of long and deep experience might bear 
it. The grace of God has not failed them, and though they are mystified and baffled 
by it they feol, as Dr. Speer has said, that "tho only and adequate light is to 
think of what God allowed to happen in the life of His own dear Son and to be sure 
that even out of the deepest evil He can bring good." In our prayer service here 
in the building accent was laid on Romans 8:28 with its assurance that all things 
work together for good to them that love God. We sang the little hymn, "Near to 
the Heart of God," which many of you know was written in an hour of staggering 
sorrow. We would be utterly orphaned if there were no Father over this tragedy, and 
yet we are almost stunned when we face it as a facte 

There is a large current of sympathy running to Dr. and Mrs. Speer, the youngor 
son William and Mrs. Elliott Speer and her children, and you may be sure that thoy 
are being strongthened by it. Our hearts go out to Dr. Speer's daughters, Miss 
Margarot Speer at Yenching Woman's Colloge, Peiping, China, and Mrs, Constance Spoer 

Barbour in London, England, whose distance will deepen their distress. 

The Board placed on its Minutes this action, though its feelings cannot be put 
into words: 

"The Board responds in personal grief to the sorrow that has 
befallen its beloved Senior Secretary in the tragic death of his son, 
the Rev. Elliott Spoer, on September 14th. It assures Dr, and Mrs. 
Speer of its fellowship with them in this difficult hour, commending 
them to that grace of God to which their long Christian service has 
accustomed them and which will not now fail them. All tho mombers of 
the Board would rejoice to find some effective method of manifesting 
their love and sympathy to the dear friends and the son William in 
America, to the daughter in China, so closely related to the Board, 
and to the daughter in Englanc, We have shared in the family's pride 
in the son and his Christian chiracter and service and we share thore- 
fore in the sorrow of this early transfer from his important carthly 
work to other service, even thouzh we !mor hin to be in safer and wiser 

hands than ours. Our faith in an overruling love of God and our 
assurance of His wider purposes which take uy into themselves even tho 
wrongs that men do and suffer can alone mike this unexplained and ruinous 
tragedy endurable. Our thoughts includo the great force of missionaries 
from all Churches who will be touched and soiemized by knowledge of 
the deop valley through which tho houschold, so beloved among them, must 
go and we join their petition for comfort and peace. Tho President is 
requested to convey our expression of affectionate remembranoe to Dr. 
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and Mrs. Speer and also to extend to Mrs. Elliott Speer its profound 

sympathy in this sudden bereavement. 

"Tho Board desires Dr. Speer to extend his vacation so long as 

it may seem to him wise in order to secure adequate rest for his 

service during the coming year and also to minister in any way to 

the comfort of those who may especially need his care." 

We have you much in mind for we realize how deeply your om hearts will be 

grieved by this inexplicable sorrow which has come to those whom you love as 

deeply as you do this stricken household. 

Sincerely, 

Cleland B. McAfee 
Irene Sheppard 
John A. Mackay 
Courtenay H. Fenn 
Russell Carter 
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September 21, 194 ai 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Robert: 

Your letter of the 19th is here and I have passed it on to Miss 
Connell and she is attending to it. All news of your movements is eagerly 
awaited here and I am letting the interested group know what your. immediate 
plans are. All of us feel very keenly that it would be eminently desirable 
for you to extend your vacation time until mid-October at least, or longer 
if necessary. I have a letter from Lewis Mudge in which the following par- 
agraph occurs: 

"I am especially grateful to you for a word with reference 
to Robert Speer. I earnestly hope that the Board will insist 
upon his taking a more extended vacation than normally. I 
warmly agree with you as to his having the grace and the 
courage to bear this terrible blow, but he is, with all his 
greatness and goodness, human, and I feel sure he ought to have 
ample time for recuperation. Doubtless he will feel his great 
sorrow More as the days go by. I do hope that you will see to it 
that he is not merely offered an extended vacation but that it is 
insisted that he shall take it." 

This is fairly characteristic of what others are saying. I know how well-sustained 
you are by the never-failing Arm, but I am sure a little longer time would work 
the deep peace which you are feeling over into a permanent condition. 

I am sorry to miss Will Covert's dinner next week and you will be great- 
ly missed there, but I must be in western Pennsylvania on that day and be back 
here for Wednesday and Thursday for the meeting of Reference and Counsel. 

We are sending to the Missions a very simple letter, giving them as 
accurately as we can the facts of the tragedy at Mt. Hermon, knowing that the 
story in the foreign press will be very fragmentary and doubtless very defective. We think of you constantly and always with prayer. 

Affe “Cen IK 

Cleland B. McAfee 
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September 18, 1924. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

My dear Robert: 

You will be flooded with assurances at this time of the affec- 

tionate thought of a multitude of friends and you need no words from me or from 

any of us here to assure you how constantly you are in our thoughts and what 

a volume of prayer ascends for you to the only One who can be of real help 

at this time. We have felt ourselves utterly baffled but have known what our 

resource of power is and we have commended you to God not only in the little 

service which we held at eleven-thirty on Saturday but also in every gathering 

since that time and in our private personal devotions. 

Yesterday at the Board Meeting it was impossible to think long 

of anything else but I believe you will find the spell of the sorrow made all 

the actions especially careful. When a brief and utterly inadequate minute 

was adopted, a copy of which Dr. Erdman asks me to enclose, and Robert Russell 

told us a little of his knowledge of the recent events Mr. James M. Speers 

led in a beautiful prayer which united the hearts of all the Board members. 

At the close of the meeting Dr. Foulkes led again in a prayer in which you and 

Mrs. Speer and especially Mrs. Elliott Speer were tenderly remembered. 

I trust you will notice with real care the closing sentence of 

the minute which I enclose. No one hes the slightest feeling that you would 

break under this experience but no one here have the slightest doubt on the 

other hand that you have undergone a very terrible strain. All of us feel that 

this strain ought to be relieved as far as time can do it. We would be glad 

to adjust everything here and take on any duties possible for us which will 

allow you to remain a little while longer and breathe in a new strength that 

the beautiful fall will bring. I have always found comfort in the beauty of 

fall with its reminder that our Heavenly Father means to make death a beautiful 

thing to us. If you and Mrs. Speer can remain in the country longer the desire 

of the Board is very genuine that you should do so. In addition we have felt 

there may be services to render to Mrs. Elliott Speer and even the Mount Hermon 

School which would require strength and thus reduce your vacation rest. The 

Board welcomed this clause with especial earnestness and all of us will be glad 

to have you take it with great seriousness. 

You have doubtless seen the news of the serious accident to James 

Cushmen at Hartford. I wired Harry Luce and he tells me that the injuries are 

painful but not serious but that Mr. Cushmen will be in the Hartford Hospital for 

several weeks. We have communicated with Mrs. Scott of course and Mr. Lark has 

gone to Hartford. Mrs. Cushman is due to lend on Saturday, coming in on the George 

Washington, and we will try to have the news ready for her and as favorable as 

possible. 

Affectionagzly, 0 

hie AN 
ENC. Cleland B. McAfee 



Hirst Presbyterian Church 

Senttle, Washington 

Get, 1,01954. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 

My dear Brother: 

Was shocked and grieved at the 
death of your son. Wired you immediately. Not 
knowing your address in Massachusetts I sent the 
telegram to the office and afterwards wrote you. 

Have thought of you constantly, 
grieved with you and for you. I pray for you 
and the loved ones frequently. Hope I will be 
able to see you this month that you may tell me 
more of the disaster. Rest assured I am praying 
for you, love you, and you have my profound sym- 
pahty. 

With best regards, I am 

Your true friend, 



FX: 1961 N.Vermont Ave 
~ Los Angeles, Calif 

October 1,1934 

Dear Dr.& Mrs.Speer} 

We have just received the Board Letter of September 

20 giving the sad news of the great sorrow that has come to your family 

in the death of your son Blliott at the hands of. an assassin. 

We are grieved beyond measure at this incomprenen- 

sible visitation that has come to your hitherto unbroken family circle. 

At such times we can only commend each other to 

the God of all comfort and prey to realize as never before that “under- 

neath are the everlasting arms? 

This brief note on behalf of Urs.Nattox, Luverne 

myself is just to assure you of our love and sympathy and prayer 

in your bereavement. 

Yours affectionately, 

EX Wart 
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Mailed second class, September 22, 1934 
To regular Mission Letter mailing Listtternone warkins 9.2000 

India, Persia and Syria 
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS’ 4150 to furloughed 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. Ao eS" 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

CABLE ADDRESS, ‘'INCULCATE NEW YORK'"' 

CBM:AMW 

September 20, 1934. 

TO ALL OUR FELLOW-WORKERS ON THE FIELD 

Dear Friends: 

We realize that you have been shocked and saddened by the tragic news of the 
assassination of Rev. Elliott Speer, older son of Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer. 
Since accounts of the tragedy are so fragmentary in the fareaway press it seems wise 
and kindly to tell you the story so far as it is knowm and to reassure you of the 
grace of God which supports those who have experienced tho sorroWe 

On Friday evening, September 14th, shortly after his return from summer vacation, 
and before the opening of the Mount Hormon School near East Northfield, Massachusetts, 

of which he was Headmaster, Kev. Elliott Speer was in his study at his home at abouy 
8:50 in the evening. Some one fired a heavily-loaded shotgun through a window of 
the study directly at him, Mrs. Speer and the three children were in other parts of 
the home. She heard the noise and came at once only to find her husband so badly 

wounded that before other aid could reach the house he passed awaye 

Dre Robert Ey Speer was at his summer home in Lakeville, Connecticut, on his 

annual month of vacation which he takes in September. Word was gotten to him at 
oncee His younger son was at home and with Dr, and Mrs. Speer drove to East North- 
field where they arrived about four o’clock Saturday morning. Since that time, of 
course, the American members of the family have been together. By a good providence 
Mrs. Elliott Speer's father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. H. H, Welles, were visiting them 
at the time and were in the house, Other friends arrived quickly but nothing could 
be done to correct the tragic evil. 

A brief funeral service was held in the home at Mount Hermon at four o'clock on 
Sunday afternoon, September 16th, after which the family came to the family burying- 
ground at Englewood, New Jersey, for the interment, They then returned to Lakeville, 
Connecticut, where they will be for the present, going later to Mount Hermon for 
final adjustments theres 

The news reached our offices on Saturday morning, the 15th, and of course in- 
fluenced all that we did during the day. We closed the offices at 11:30 for a half 
hour of prayer in the Assembly Room. On Monday, the 17th, the first meeting of the 
Board for the season occurred, and was naturally under the spell of this great 
sorrow. It has been difficult to think of anything else. Our papers have given 
much attention to it, 

The crime itself is utterly beffling. There is absolutely no clew thus far to 
the identity of the assassin or the reason for the crime, Ample marks have been 
found to indicate that it was deliberate murder, but its cause is a complete mystery. 
Mr. Speer was held in high and affectionate esteem by his colleagues and his 
students. Besides being Headmaster of the Mount; Hormon School, he was Chairman of 
the Administrative Committee of The Northfield Schools. which embrace both the Mount 
Hermon School for boys and the Northfield Seminary for girls, and carried large 
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responsibilities in many lines. Many suggestions have been offered as to & possible 

reason for the attack, but investigation shows that each suggestion thus far is un- 

supported. The police authorities of the State of Massachusetts seem to be giving 

as thorough care to the mtter as could be asked, and friends of the family are do- 

ing their utmost to aid in the investigatione It is clear that until some light is 

thrown on the crime there will be © sonse of fear and dread both in the family and 

among the authorities of the Mount Nermon Schoole It cannot bo known if this was 

one single crime or if there is some malice or mania which may lead to another. Up 

to this time there is nothing that points to the perpetrator of the deed or gives eny 

explanation of it. Mr. Speer had prepared his opening address for the now year of 

the Mount Hermon School and it was road to the boys when the session opened on the 

18th. They are deeply moved and grieved by his death. 

You noed not be told that Dr. Speer and his family, including Mrs. Elliott 

Speer, are bearing this sorrow as Christians of long and deep experience might bear 

ite The grace of God has not failed them, and though they are mystified and paffled 

by it thoy feel, as Dr. Spoer has said, that "tho only and adequate light is to 

think of what God allowed to happen in the life of His own dear Son and to be sure 

that even out of the deepest evil He can bring good." In our prayer service here 

in the building accent was laid on Romans 8:28 with its assurance that all things 

work together for good to thom that love God. We sang the little hym, "Near to 

the Heart of God," which many of you know was written in an hour of staggering 

sorrow. We would be utterly orphaned if there were no Father over this tragedy, and 

yet we are almost stunned when we face it as a fact. 

There is a large current of sympathy running to Dr. and Mrs. Speer, the youngor 

son William and Mrs. Elliott Spocr and her children, and you may be sure that they 

are being strongthened by it. Our hearts go out to Dr. Speer's daughters, Miss 

Margarot Speer at Yenching Woman's College, Peiping, China, and Mrs. Constance Speer 

Barbour in London, England, whose distance will deepen their distresse 

The Board placed on its Minutes this action, though its feelings cannot be put 

into words: 

"The Board responds in personal grief to the sorrow that has 

befallen its beloved Senior Secretary in the tragic death of his son, 

the Reve Elliott Spoer, on September 14th. It assures Dre and Mrs. 

Speer of its fellowship with them in this difficult hour, commending 

them to that grace of God to which their long Christian service has 

accustomed them and which will not now fail them. All tho mombers of 

the Board would rejoice to find some effective method of manifesting 

their love and sympathy to the dear friends and the son William in 

America, to the daughter in China, so closely related to the Board, 

and to the daughter in England. ‘le have shared in the family's pride 

in the son and his Christian character and service and we share there- 

fore in tho sorrow of this carly transfer from his important earthly 

work to other service, even though we know him to be in safer and wiser 

hands than ours. Our faith in an overruling love of God and our 

assurence of His wider purposes which take up into themselves even tho 

wrongs that men do and suffer can alone make this unexplained and ruinous 

tragedy endurable. Our thoughts include the great force of missionaries 

from all Churches who will be touched and solemized by knowledge of 

tho deep valley through which the household, so beloved among them, must 

go and we join thoir petition for comfort and peace. Tho President is 

requested to convey our expression of affectionate remembrance to Dr. 



ames 

and Mrs. Speer and also to extend to Mrs. Blliott Speer its profound 

sympathy in this sudden bereavement. 

"The Board desires Dre Spoor to extend his vacation so long 45 

it may seem to him wise in order to secure adequate rest for his 

service during the coming year and also to minister in any way to 

the comfort of those who may especially need his care." 

We have you much in mind for we realize how deeply your om hearts will be 

grieved by this inexplicable sorrow which has come to those whom you love 4s 

deeply as you do this stricken household. 

Sincerely, 

Cleland B. McAfee 
Irene Sheppard 
John A. Mackay 
Courtenay H, Fenn 
Russell Carter 
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BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY Mea 17 ry 

ee 



AELIC SCHOOL 
CHATTANGDGA 
TENNESSE € 

September 24, 19346 

THE M&S 
MISSIONARY 
RIDGE sss 

Dre Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avemue, 
New York City 

Dear Dre Speers 

Mrse McCallie and I are praying daily that the Lord may sustain you and Mrse 

Speer in this greatest tragedy that can possibly happen in your home. No, I 

will take that back, ~ a far greater tragedy could happen in the wilful dis- 

obedience and departure from the Lord of a sone You know that your boy is 

safe in God's keeping and while our hearts go out to you in sympathy in your 

great sorrow, we rejoice in the certainty of a future reunion with our loved 

ones in the presence of our dear Lord. May he speed that day when there shall 

be no more such awful deeds as are being transacted on earth todaye May God 

richly bless you in this great grief that has come to youe 

Yours sincerely, 

>. McCa MIS 
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G. DIRAN MINASSIAN, PRESIDENT 

390 Wadsworth Avenue 

Phone W Ashington Heights 7-7615 

ARMINA MINASSIAN, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

390 Wadsworth Avenue 

Phone W Ashington Heights 7-7615 

New York City Christian Endeavor Union 
(Organized May 24, 1888) 

CITY HEADQUARTERS: 3 WEST 951H STREET 

CONSTANCE W. CARTMELL, Ist VICE PRESIDENT 

270 Seaman Avenue 

Phone LOrraine 7-9052 

RAYMOND J. S. ARCHER, 2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

225 West 12th Street 

Phone CHelsea 3-4351 

ANNA SIEGRIST, RECORDING SECRETARY 

339 East 10th Street 

Phone ALgonquin 4-1167 

WILLIAM FLINT, JR., TREASURER 

556 West 160th Street 

Phone BI lings 5-3310 
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Local Chairmen 

LEMUEL H. KIRETCHJIAN, SOUTHERN MANHATTAN 

486 West 165th Street 

Phone W Ashington Heights 7-7932 

WILLIAM GROLL, EASTERN MANHATTAN 

121 Madison Avenue 

Phone MUrray Hill 4-9206 

HAROLD P. GRANT, WEST SIDE 

140 75th Street, Brooklyn 

Phone REctor 2-2600 

BLANCHE DAVOLL, WASHINGTON HEIGHTS 

600 West 146th Street 

Phone AUdubon 3-2852 
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The Northern Baptist Convention 
THE BOARD OF MISSIONARY COOPERATION 

A.M. McDonald, Chairman W. H. Bowler, Executive Secretary 

152 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

STEREOPTICON LECTURES 
MOVING PICTURES, EXHIBITS 

Harry S, Myers, Secretary 
September 17,1934 

Lr, Robert E.Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

ar] My Dear Friend: 
I &® not know what to say or how to say it but 

I do want you and Mrs Speer to know that since Saturday afternoon 

You have not been out of mind, 

To me with such newsps the paper givesithe entgre 
thing is unexplainable, 

Our Father lives! He is able and we know how to de- 
pend on him for a crisis like this, He will help all of you and the 
Comfort promised is for us all. 

May His richest blessing be on you and all your 
. 12: a . C 7 me 7 . aa , t 

loved ones in this time of need and crisis, 
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Memorial Preshyterian Church 

S.A. Mumeke, B. B., Minister 
Manse: 204 North Tenth Street 

Marysville, Kansas 

Sept. 22,1934. 

Dr. Robert Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave,, 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I can not help but write you just a word of condolance 

about the death of your son. I read in the papers that Dr. SU 1iot Speer 

had been shot and 1 wondered at that time if this Dr. Speer was any realtion 

of yours. I thought he might possibly be a brother. But in this week's 

Presbyterian Advance 1 read that he was your son. 

411 through the church and the nation you have the sympathy 

of millions of people. We who have sons of omr own can enter into the spirit 

of sympathy, and know how a father must feel when his son is shot down as 

was your son. While I have never met this young man's mother, I assure you 

that I am thinking about her too. 

You have not only the admiration of the entire Presbyterian 

church and millions outside of of our church, but we Presbyterians all 

love you and I could not feel worse about this matter if the thing had 

happened to a son of my brother. 

Trusting that God's richest blessing and comfort may be 

yours in this sad day, I am, | 

Affebtionatley yours, 

BU oe Me 
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ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON, D.D., 

BOOK EDITOR 

EDWARD MACK, D.D., 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON, D. D., 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

J. GRAY MCALLISTER, D.D., EDITOR-IN-CHIEF WILLIAM W. GLASS, A,E., 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

JOHN A. WOMELDORF, A.&G., 

ASST. BUSINESS MANAGER UNION SEMINARY REVIEW 
A PRESBYTERIAN QUARTERLY 

VOLUME XLvI 

UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 



Kirst Presbyterian Church 
Orange Street at Maple Avenue 

®range, California 
ROBERT BURNS McAULAY, D. D. Pastor 

September 19, 1934. 

Robert EB. Speer, D.D., 

156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speers 

Mrs. McAulay and I were shocked as 
we learned of the terrible sorrow that has 
come upon youe We want to assure you bf our 
loving interest and prayerful sympathy. 

We have followed you through the 
years and found increasing inspiration and 
help from your message and your own steadfast- 
ness as you have borne trial after trial. 

While neither of us knew your son 
we felt an admiration and love for him because 
of what ycu have meant to us. 

May the God of peace and coufort 
sustain you both. 

Cordially, 

CUNY) Lay, 
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170 S.Marengo Ave. 

Pasadena,Cal. 

Yct.2,1954. 

Dr.and lirs.Robert E.Speer, 

New York. 

Dear Dr.and fifrs.Speer: 

We have thought of you and prayed for you many times since 

reading of your bitter:sorrow. To-day we have received the. letter sent out 

py the Secretarial Staff on Sept.20. We want to tell you how much we sympa- 

tize with you in this great loss,or at least"lost awhile." We pray that you 

have comfort and joy even in this great sadness,and a very deep realization 

of God's presence,comfort and grace and strength in order to bear this 

unexpected sorrow. 

Mrs.Magill and I sail on the President Lincoln on Oct.13,for the 

Philippines,returming to our beloved field of labor-for twenty nine years. 

This letter requires no acknowledgement at all. 

with prayers and kindest regards for you from us both, 

Very sincerely, 

HN Mag LE d 





First Vice President and Secre- Secretary Y. P., Senior and 
tary of Missionary Education 

MRS, R. S. MeCULLY WOMAN'S SYNODIGCAL SOCIETY MRS Ni, GROVE 
1136 South Lewis Place Box 378, Fenid 

lsé ; e 
Piae OF OKLAHOMA Secretary of Children’s W ork 

Second Vice President and pa a. MRS. BEN DAWSON 
Secretary of Stewardship 406 North Second Street 

MRS, HARRY COX 1932 eS 1 933 Ponea City 

actin Pile Membership got 
Ss ary itere MRS. L. N, BARR 
MISS “SALLIE BARD: President Corresponding Secretary 922 West Oklahoma Street 

Chelsea MRS. Tg hone hornets ery st ee re bigntoaage s Black well 
414 Sth Stree South oO Stree 

Secretary Overseas and National Perry £1 Reno Historian 
Mission Sewin : MRS. CHARLES R. HUME ss g 

MRS. GREENWOOD LeFLORE Recording Secretary Treasurer } Anadarko 
720 South Third Street MRS. W. REED FELLOWS MRS. ORVILLE SNEAD 

McAlester 701 Duck Street 113 W. 17th Street 
Stillwater Ada 

El Reno,Okla., 
Oct.9,1934. 

Dr.Robert E.Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City. 

Dear Dr.Speer: 
It is my great honor,as my last official act for 

the Woman's Synodical of Oklahoma,to convey to you and Mrs.Speer 
the deep sympathy expressed for you in the tragic loss of your 
son,as we were assembled in our Forty-second annual meeting at 
Okmulgee last week. 

A season of silent prayer followed by audible 
petitions to the Great Healer of broken hearts went up from the 
assembly,that you might have peace and comfort in your great 
sorrow. 

Very sincerely yours, 
72), AP ee Fy Pee ree (Cevag Powe 



\ Ol First Presbyterian Church 

HOMER GEORGE MCMILLEN.D.D., MINISTER 

St. Clairsbille, Ohio 

THE MANSE 

123 HIGH STREET 

PHONE 281-J) 

Sep! t-23-1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

N. phe City, N. SEs 

Dear Dr. Speer:— 

Words are impotent to convey to you sir, 

the sadness of my heart in the loss of your excellent son. You 

and Mrs. Speer have my heartfelt sympathy in your loss which 

you will kindly convey to Mrs. Eilatt Speer and the children, 

Our Presbytery of St. Clairsville and the Sssion and congrega—- 

tion here mourn with you. I had hoped that some day he would 

succeed you as Sec. of the Foreign Board. 

With the highest eegards, I am, 

Yours in Christian sympathy, 

CAS aa Beata | 



“Mr. Mercer’s work was begun in 
1904. His life experience and other 
Christian addresses have been given 
in many of our leading Protestant 
Churches, also in the leading Col- 
leges and Universities of America, 
in over 38,000 High Schools, over 
38,000 manufacturing plants, before 
Boards of Trade, Chambers of Com- 
merce, in theatres, jails, Rescue 
Missions, Y. M. C. A.’s, Rotary, Ki- 
wanis, and other clubs. Over 
5,000,000 persons of all classes and 
creeds have heard him, over 1,000 
Bishops, Ministers and leading lay- 
men and laywomen_ endorse his 
work. He is doing a tremendous 
constructive work among the young 
people of our nation and every 
community needs his message and 
help.” 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

Bishop C. P. Anderson (deceased) 

Chicago, Il. 

Bishop Wm. T. Manning 

New York, N. Y. 

Bishop Ernest M. Stires 

Long Island, N. Y. 

Bishop Fred’k B. Budlong 

New Haven, Conn. 

Bishop James E. Freeman 

Washington, D. C. 

Bishop H. St. George Tucker 

Richmond, Va. 

Bishop Thos. C. Darst 

Wilmington, N. C. 

Bishop Frank A. Juhan 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

Bishop John D. Wing 

Winter Park, Fla. 

Bishop John T. Dallas 

Concord, N. H. 

(AND OTHERS) 

Dr. Wm. H. Owen 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr. W. Russell Bowie 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr. Roelif H. Brooks 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr. S. Parkes Cadman 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr. John Timothy Stone 

Chicago, Ill. 

Dr. Edw. T. Sullivan 

Newton Center, Mass. 

Dr. Peter K. Emmons 

Scranton, Pa. 

Dr. Stewart M. Robinson 

Elizabeth, N. J. 

Hon. Geo. Wharton Pepper 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Hon. Francis B. Sayre 

Asst. Sec. of State, Wash. D.C. 

Major Robt. E. Treman 

Ithaca, N. Y. 

Mr. F. M. Kirby 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. : 

Mr. Cleveland E. Dodge 

New York, N. Y. 

Mr. H. P. Crowell 
Pres. Quaker Oats Co. 

Chicago, Ill. 

And 1000 other outstanding Christian 

Leaders throughout the World. 

ENDORSERS op: 
Bishop Brent (deceased) Ar = 

A Vital Christian Service Gas 
Yeeded in Gvery Community 

Vin t= 

CHRISTIAN WORK oe 
ay Supported Entirely by 

E. C. MERCER Voluntary Contribution 

SALISBURY, CONN. Jef LO Va Cia, y% 
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Wire 18. Ye Oru 
Hirst Presbuterian Church 

BEATRICE, NEBRASKA 
THE MANSE, 315 NORTH FIFTH ST. 

: ROSS S. McCOWN, D.D., PASTOR 

ny % 3 TELEPHONE 1084 

October 9, 1934, 

Robert He Speer, DEDss 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York, N. Y. 

My dear Dr. Speers “A 

You do not remember me, but, of course, the 

whole Church knows and loves you. This little person 

note is just to say that our hearts go out to you in these 
trying days. And while no formal action was taken,I am 
sure the men of Nebraska have the deepest sympathy for you 
in your sorrow, 

I wanted to say to you how deeply we appreciate 
your sending Dr. MacKay. He greatky touched the hearts of 
the men of Nebraska. Also, we were so pleased to have him 
in such tender fashion pay tribute to you, personally. No 
greater tribute could be paid to any man than his words con- 
cerning you. Few times has any man come in and gripped the 
hearts of our men more than Dr. MacKay. 

With your good self and Dr. MacKay heading up our 
Foreign mission work, we are perfectly confident that the wise 
and Christlike course will be féllowed, 

This little note is not official at all, but I just 
wanted you to know how the men of Nebraska feel and, so, this 
little message. It reguires no answer, Rest assured our hearts 
are with you. 

Very cordially yours, 

Mad MiComy 



FRANK H. MANN 
am elven koe 
NEW YORK CITY 

[rn do4 LN ES WA 
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1a The Manse a 
218 SYCAMORE STREET 

Decatur, Georgia NOvember 10. 194. 
— 

as . z Paseo 

lt. Robert Ne Speer, 

New York, N. Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer:- I have just been reading again the ad- 
dress given by your son, Hlliott, to his graduating class 
and I cannot resist the impulse to write you of my sorrow 
and sympathy at the thought of his death. 

Years ago I had the pleasure of being with you at a din- 
ner in the-home of Dr. Walter Moore in Richmond and you 
were telling me then about this boy, - I have never for- 

cotten that and have treasured the memory of it all theu 

the yearse The last months have brought that conversation 

and the little stories you told me very vividly back to 
my mind. Somenow I seem almost able to put myself in 
your place, - I too have a son in the ministry. 

Surely it is good to have a Christian faith, - good al- 

ways but maybe we see more clearly in times of deep dis- 
tress just how good it ise I was preaching last Sunday 
and thinking of you as an illustration of how a man can 
walk thru the deep waters and thru the fire itself and 
come out unharmed. You have been and you are a tower of 
strength to millions of Christian people, - and I know 
your faith and your joy are still yours. 

May “,a ereatly bless you thru all these days. May He 
cive you patience and strength as you go about the de- 
tails of daily serv&ce. Personally I find it hard to 
wait on God. Times like these when the wheels of Goa 
seem to stand still or actually to run backward are not 
easy times with mee I am tempted to cry out and argue 
with God. But quietly and deeply I am sure He knows 
beste There is no failure with Him. Out of all the 
aimlessness and defeat He will bring a new heaven and 
a new earthe Hlliott served His purpose even as you 
doe I rejoige to knaw that we are all in His hand. 
May His peace possess you alwayse 

Yours cordially, 

Abie. 



MINES ON CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILROAD, CHARITON, IOWA 

Central Jowa Fuel Company 
1219 SOUTHERN SURETY BUILDING 

PHONE 3-7183 

DES MOINES, IOWA 

October 22, 1934 

Dr. Robert H. Speer 

Sec. For. Brd. Miss. Pres. Church 

New York, N. Y¥. 

My dear friend, Dr. Speer: 

I have been wanting to write you telling you I have been 
thinking of you and Mrs. Speer these last weeks and I want you 

both to know of my love and prayers, but I just did not know 

how to write. 

My heart went out to you and Mrs. Speer when I read in the 

newspapers of the tragic death of your son. I had met him but 

not in a way for him to know me but I was interested in his great 

work e 

I do want you and Mrs. Speer to know of my love, 

e 
Sincerely, your friend, 

Ft Gemeente
 

———? 
—— 



Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the é 

United States of America VY 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 

Dictated October 24, 1934. 

Dear Robert: 

Your words have been of great comfort and courage to me during 

these days when I have had a slight bit of suffering compared with yourse 

For over forty years you have been bringing messages to me, and slways of 

genuine inspiration and help. As the years go by your messages have become 

more vital end valuable. I can frankly say thet I cannot think of the King- 

dom of God in this world without you. It was more than gracious of you in 

the midst of your own heavy sorrow to write me, and I want you to know that 

I very deeply appreciate it. 

Of course, this has been a hard knock, and a very unexpected one, 

but it is all in the program of life and therefore I have no kick coming. 

Why should I? I have had so much of the goodness of God shown to me during 

my lifetime that a little thing like this cannot change the balance of the 

account. Your own heart burden has brought us all nearer to the source of 

comfort and grace. It is a strange providence but after all, I find my own 

heart greatly encouraged in remembering that God is not only a God of life 

but a God of wisdom; therefore even in a tragedy like yours it is a comfort 

to remember that all things work together for good to those who love God - 

not to those who understand Him or cm explain His ways but just love Him with 

a simple heart love. 

I am resting very comfortably here in the Homeopathic Hospital of 

East Orange and have every assurance from my doctor that I will have e com- 

plete recovery from the fracture to my arm. 

Gratefully and affectionately yours, 

eg 
4 

John McDowell. 

To = 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

Foreign Board, 

Buildinge 

JMcD:MEL. 
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NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

— 

WE ARE STUNNED AND HURT THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE THIS TRAGIC 

SORROW IN LT THERE IS ONLY ONE HERPER HE IS WILLING AN® 

ABLE YOU, HAVE LONG AND LOVINGLY- KNOWN HIM HE WILL NOT FAIL 

YOU NOW= 

FRANK MASON NORTH. 

4O5P. 
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28 EDGEMONT AVENUE 

SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY 



ILLIAM MCM. NORTH 

51 CUTLER ST. 

MORRISTOWN, N, J. 





gt) 



ey et EE 





sy~potke os yore Cok 
etebine:, ; ecghth 2... BNeck 



15 ELMROCK ROAD,BRONXVILLE,N.Y. 

Soft. 1G ae ee 



Aho Welt And. Mia Pace _ 

| Lesh PEDIC 

Chalet J] ttn 





~~ 

BN i a ag EE OR LOS te Ea So 

Cz — 



Hea 

a Ps Women’s University Club 
106 East Fifty-Second Street 

Glan. 21 176 





$$ 

Rod Souder bute Ke 
1 Rites The Sunod of Nef kag ees 

REV GEORGE D. MILLER, D. D. 
REV. ROBERT HASTINGS NICHOLS, PH, D. 

WARSAW, N, Y. of the AUBURN, N. Y. 

VICE-MODERATOR Jireshyterian Church TREASURER 

REV. RAYMON KISTLER, D. D, - ARTHUR J. ADAMS 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. mt the 172 S, HOOPES AVE., AUBURN, N. Y. 

United States of America 

OFFICE OF THE STATED CLERK 

10 NELSON ST., AUBURN, N.Y, 

October 20, 1954 

Dr. Robert HE. Speer. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The Synod of New York, on October 17, 19%, 

on the recommendation of its Committee on Foreign Missions, 

voted unanimously and very earnestly that the following letter 

should be sent to you: 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The members of the Synod of New York, 
in session in Buffalo, join with the hundreds of others 

who share in your deep sorrow for the death of your son 

Elliott. So many times among the delegates his name and 

yours have been mentioned, and always there is the feel- 

ing of the personal loss that has come to us all in the 

going of such a rare comrade in the cause of Christ as 

was your son. 

To you and the members of the family we 
extend our deepest sympathy, assuring you that we all as 

will continue to have you in our thoughts and prayers, as 

you carry on your lives in the victorious spirit of the p. 

Christ. 

Please allow me, in transmitting this action of 

the Synod, to express my own heartfelt sympathy with you. aa 
ne 

Yours ingersly F ¥ ve 
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Turn to page 66 for complet: 
story of the Morro Castle fire. — 

Conboy Scans 
Rusted Boats 
OnN. J. Beach 

By ROBERT CONWAY. 
(Staff Correspondent of The News.) 

Asbury Park, N. J., Sept. 15.— 

Informed by his assistants of th¢ 
rusted condition of several airtight 
tanks on the Morro Castle’s life. 
boats, United States Attorney Mar. 

‘tin Conboy arrived here today t 
make a personal insnection of the 
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THOS. B. HUDGIN, CLERK OF SESSION 
WYATT AIKEN, TREASURER 

411 TOWNES STREET 
CHURCH OFFICE 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ick CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D. D, MINISTER 

RESIDENCE: 213 CLEVELAND ST. 

THOMAS WYLIE SLOAN, D. D., LL. D., PASTOR EMERITUS 

RESIDENCE; 303 CRESCENT AVE. 

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

October 12th, 1934, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
154 FifthAvenue 

New York City, 

Deer Dr. Speert-= 

Just a word to say that I deeply sympathise with you 
in the terrible sorrow which came in the death of your son. Our 
hearts go out to you, and our prayer is that the God Whose confort you 
heave brought to multitudes may be your sufficient stay in these 
hours of sorrow. 

Cordially yours, 

meet A 



EW YORK 
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